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Liverpool, UK
Montag, 1-Apr-19

By Lynne fcJ, rst appeared at FCJ Sisters Blog
Last week we celebrated the funeral Mass for our lovely Sr Victoire. I say ‘celebrated’ because that is what it was – a celebration.
Of course we were sad, and we will miss her, but her funeral was testimony to a life well lived.
As we have walked with her over these last months, much of what Pope Francis says about holiness has been in my mind.
Holiness is about loving, about becoming more and more caught up in the God who IS love. Its about constantly seeking to
express and share that love.



Holiness is nothing other than charity lived to the full.
Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exultate 21



All of us have our ups and downs, our vulnerabilities and sadness. This is what makes us human – and this is what we were
created to be! Fully human! We can get very caught up in trying to be perfect. We can feel that one mistake, sin or wrong choice
places us beyond reach… but in fact it is human to make mistakes, to feel afraid or doubtful. We are called to be human. Pope
Francis suggests that it is in seeing the entirety of someones life that we understand its meaning.



Not everything a saint says is completely faithful to the Gospel; not everything he or
she does is authentic or perfect. What we need to contemplate is the totality of their
life, their entire journey of growth in holiness, the re ection of Jesus Christ that
emerges when we grasp their overall meaning as a person.
Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exultate 22

Our Sr Victoire died peacefully at 91 years of age. She was extraordinary. She allowed herself to be transformed over and over
again. She loved deeply and was herself to the very end.





May you come to realize what that word is, the message of Jesus that God wants to
speak to the world by your life. Let yourself be transformed. Let yourself be renewed
by the Spirit, so that this can happen, lest you fail in your precious mission.
Pope Francis, Gaudete et Exultate 23



 Die Gemeinschaft ist nicht mein Werk, sie ist Gottes Werk und Gott
wird es aufrecht zu erhalten wissen, wenn das Sein Wille ist. 
Marie Madeleine d’Houët
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